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ArtrtresraTions &c. continued. 


UCH Things as thefe, my Brethren, with mary othe 

‘ which might be mentioned, and I hope will be, t 

‘ would look upon as Inftances of GOD’s Merc) : 
Love and Care for his People in this Land, and fignal To- 
kens of his abiding Prefence with them: That the Lorp 
Gop of our Fathers is not about to leave or forfake us. 
And they call for our mo/? publick grateful Acktrwledgments 
and highe/? hip to the fovereign Lorn and gracious 
He ap of his Church. 
¢ But we muft at the fame Time carefully watch, and bear 
due Teffimony againft all Errors and Di/orders that have or 
may arife, and continue in Prayer for further Out-pourings 
of the BLessep Spirit to revive his Work in the miuit 
of the Years, and caufe it to fpread far and wide, even tin- 
til the whole Earth be filled with the Knowledee and Glor 
of the Lorn. And in your Prayers remember me, a poo: 
weak and worthlefs Creature, that I may be made ftrong in 
the Grace of our Lory Jesus Curist, enabled to keep 
the Faith, and finifh my Courfe with Joy in the Lorn. 


« Infwich, July 2. 1743 Jobn Rogers, Paftor. 
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No. Il. From the Rev. Mr. Wise, Paftor of the Church in 
Berwick, in the County of Vord. 

Baorwich, Fuly 1. T7472 

T was my Defien to have attended the Convention of Pa/lors 

* after Commencement. But I am prevented by my 

Y * Infirmiues 
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Infirmities, which render me unable well to bear the Fatigue 
of a Journey in this hot Seafon. However, it fhall be my 
daily Prayer to the glorious HE Ap of the Church, that you 
all may be under theGuidance and Influence of the Divine 
SPIRIT in all your Proceedings. I fhall alfo be ready to 
join with the Friends of the prefent glorious Work of the 
Grace of GOD in the Land, in bearing Te/fimony to it as 
fuch a Work ; andto concur with them in the moft proper 
Methods to remove Diforders, and prevent the fpreading 
and Increafe of Errors; efpecially Arminian & Antinomian : 
The /atter of which, begin to appear bare-fac’d, as well as 
the former in fome Places. And it feems very natural and 
eafy for thofe that have been in the Extream of Arminiani/m, 
to run into the contrary Extream of Antinomianifm: Asa 
Pendulum, if it be fwung too far one Way, will, on its Re- 
turn, fwing too far the other Way. Agreably, it’sevident 
that fome zealous Promoters of the prefent glorious IVork, 
out of Indignation againft Arminian Principles, which they 
have lately been delivered from, and which are foderogatory 
to the Grace of GOD ; when they have efpoufed the con- 
trary Doétrines of Grace, have carried Matters too far, and 
verg’d to Antinomianifm. But this Mifconduct of theirs, 
has given the Enemies of thofe Doétrines Advantage to re- 
proach them, as naturally tending to Libertinifm, Enthu- 
fiafm, and the like ; and to poffefs People’s Minds with Pre- 
judices againft them, and the glorious Work of GOD’s 
Grace which through a divine Influence has lately attended 
the powerful preaching of thofe Doétrines. And they will 
not neglect to improve the Advantage to promote their owa 
Scheme, and to bring over as many as they can to embrace 
their Principles ; tho’ thereby their Converfion fhould be 
prevented rather than promoted. And it’s to be fear’d, 
that what fome Gentlemen have in View at this Time, is 
to promote 4rminiani/m under Colour of difcountenancing 
Antinomianifm, and bearing Te/fimony againtt the Difarders 
attending the prefent Work: And this we ought to be 
aware of, and duly guard againft ; left, inftead of advance- 
ing the Caufe and Intereft of CurisT, and his Truth and 
Grace, we fhould by this Step, prejudice and hurt it our 
felves, and join with the Enemies of it im deftroying it ; and 
that at the fame Time we would be thought to be tak- 
ing Care to promote it. As to Diforders, Irregularities, &c. 
s 
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« Iam of Mr. Edwards, the worthy Paftor of Northampton’s 
© Mind about them, and therefore muft refer you to his /ate 
© Book for what I might fay further under this Head ; where- 
¢ in he vindicates the Conduét of the Friends of this Work ‘ Ha 
‘ in fome of thofe Things that are accounted Diforders, tho’ 
* he cenfures them with Refpeéct to others. 

« With Refpect to the ordaining of Mi/fionaries, which has 
been practifed for fome Time in the Country, and has been 
lately voted a Diforder, I can’t join incenfuring it as fuch ; 
or in condemning the Practice of feparating fome of the 
Fraternity, that are qualified for it, to the facred Miniitry, 
when there is manife/t Occafion for it. Thus, I have wrjtten 
my Thoughts about fome Things, that will lie before the 
Convention, and am, 

« Your unworthy Fellow-Labourer in the Gofpel, 

¢ ‘feremiah Wife, 
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No. III. From the Rev. Mr. THACHER, Paftor of the firft 
Church in Middleborovgh, in the County of Plymouths 
+ Middleborough, ‘June 30. 1742. 
‘ EING prevented the Opportunity of giving an oral 
© Teffimony to the Truth and Reality of the extraordi- 
nary [Vork the Loro has Jately appeared in among us, in 
convincing, converting Sinners, building up, comforting and 
fealing the converted; I embrace this Way to do it: In 
which I fhall confine my felf to what I have feen and been 
acquainted with among the People of my Charge, tho’ I 
+ might fpeak of the fame in other Places. | 
‘ There have been above two Hundred ina Judgment of t 
Charity /avingly wrought on fince November 1741. Diver/e 
before that had been met with under the Miniftry of the 
Rev. Mr. Daniel Rogers and the Rev. Mr. Wheelock, not s 
included in this Number. But on one Day in November 
aforefaid, above Eighty were prick’d at the Heart by a Ser- 
mon from Rom. 8. 1. had here from the Rev. Mr. Fafah 
Crocker. Scarce a Sermon deliver’d after that wonderfu) 
Day, but the Hearts of fome feem to be reach’d by Con- 
viction, Converfion or Confolation, ‘This Revival of the 
Power of Godlinefs appears to be the genuine Work of the 
Hoty Sprrir accompanying Ais Word, and in Anf/wer to 
a Spirit of ‘Prayer poured out from GOD to plead with 
Faith in Curist for this Good. Spiritual Things are now 
* treated and felt as Realities. -- -- --- We 
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© We have net known Vifions, nor Tranees, nor Revelations. 
But brotherly exhorting with more Modefty and Affection 
than hath been reprefented. Neither have thefe divine In- 
fluences been attended with anabaptiftical Errors : Twenty 
that were before in thofeMiftakes are brought off. Neither 
have they been attended with the Errors of Famili/m, or 
Antinomianifm, The Arminian Errors were by theConverts 
univerfally deteéted and detefted : The Deé?rines of Grace 
fhine in their Underftandings ; defended and earneftly con- 
tended for from inward and real Experience. The Hoty 
ScRIPTURES made the Standard to try & examineTruth : 
which are now carefully fearched, and efteem'’d above 
Gold : And thofe Principles that will not bear the Trial 
by this Rule, are rejected. A general and humble Wil- 
lingnefs to minificrial Infiru€tions, eagerly fought & attend- 
ed on: yet without giving up theirUnderftandings. GOD’s 
I¥orfbip, publick, private and fecret, attended, and other- 
wife attended thanever. ‘The Prayerlefs are prayerful ; 
the Loofe, ftriét ; the Ordinances humbly fought, dev outly 
attended on, I believe I have feen at one Adminiftration 
two Hundred talting the Swectnefs of the Redeemer’s Love 
at one Initant. Indeed Curis is now precious, breathed 
after, efteemed, and pathetically recommended in Life 
and Converfation, relied on, rejoyced in. Their Lives 
are reformed as well as Principles, {cripturally renewed. 
The Drunkard is fober ; the Churl peaceful : Perfonal 
Feuds that had been fubfifting more than eleven Years are 
buried ; and Love takes Place and Power, where Envy 
and Malice and Hatred formerly ruled ; Reflitution in 
many Places made; in more, the Wrongs acknowledged. 
In a Word, all the Fruits of the Spirir are vifible in the 
Converts : and they too, free from cenfurable Enthufie fafmn. 
This is evidently the LORD’s Doing, and it?s marvellous in 
our Eyes ! 
¢ The abovefaid Number is exclufive of many Scores who 
have been awakened by the Word in the late Showers, and 
yet I fear have refted fhort of Curis ,& got fecure again. 
¢ I hope the truc Defign of this is, that GOD may have 
the Glary of dts eum Work ---- And THIs Testimony 1 
give, as knowing I'muft give an Account ; with an hum- 
bling Senie of my many Deficiencies in this great Day o 
divine Grace; Intreating the fervent Prayers of all that 
love 























Atteftations. 173 


‘ Jove the Lornp Jesus in Sincerity, that 1 may not be a 

Caft-away, after 1 have preached to others ; but may find 
Grace and obtain Mercy from the Lorp to fulfl the 
Miniftry I have received, and to be found faithful in all 
the Parts thereof. Peter Thacher. 
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No. IV. From the Rev. Mr. SHurtuerrF,Paftor of the 
fecond Church in Port/mouth, in the Province of New- 
HAMPSHIRE. 


© To fuch of the Reverend Paffors of the Churches of the 
© Maffachufetts-Bay,or any other of the neighbouring Govern- 
© ments,as may convene inBo/ton on the 7thDayoffuly1743. 
© Reverend and Beloved, 
‘ I Should have rejoyced in the Opportunity of being with 
* you in your prefent Convention, had it been the Will of 
GOD ; but being providentially hinder’d, I think my 
felf oblig’d to make this brief Declaration to the Glory of 
his Name, viz. That there has for fome Time paft plainly 
appear’d to be q remarkable Revival of Religion, and a mar- 
vellous Work of Gon’s Grace going on in PORTSMOUTH 
in New-HAMPSHIRE ; the Place in which! am called to 
Jabour in the Gofpel Miniftry. That among the very 
many that have been awaken’d and deeply convinced, there 
is agoodly Number that are giving all the Evidence that 
can be expected of a real and faving Change. 
* I muft at the fame Time declare there has not been that 
Difturbance from Lay-Exhorters, from an Invafion of the 
minifterial Office, and many other Irregularities, that have 
been complain’d of in many otherPlaces. And here I would 
take Leave with all Humility to fay, that had I the Oppor- 
tunity of being with you, whilft I fhould gladly bearTefti- 
mony againft thefeThings wherefoever they prevail,I fhould 
be for ufing a becomingCare that theDi/orders complain’d of 
might not be magnified in an undue Meafure, and that nothing 
might come under that Character and Denomination that 
is not worthy of it. Whilft I fheuld be for guarding our 
Pulpits and Parifbes againft bold, and ignorant Intruders, and 
fuch as may unjuftly pretend to an extraordinary Call & WWar- 
rant fromGOD,I fhould be careful that none of the zealous and 
© faithful Preachers of the everlafting Gofpel, and the important 
* Docirines of it might be excluded, being perfwaded_that 
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GOD has blefs'd the Labours of Strangers and even of Itine- 
rants gmong the People with whom lam concern’d. And I 
can’t forbear faying, that as it appears to me that it would 
be of ill Confequence, if none might upon any Occafion what /o- 
ever preach within the Limits of any Congregation without the 
Leave of its frated Paftor, I detire that neither my felf, nor 
any of my Brethren fhould be poffe/s’d of fuch an abjolute and 
defpotick Power. 
¢ That you may be under the Influence of the greatHe Ap 
of the Church ; that he who holds the Stars in his right 
Hand would direét and lead you, and that you may unite 
in fuch Meafures as may tend to the Progrefs of that good 
Work that has been begun, and be a Means greatly to 
advance his Kingdom and Intereft thro’ the whole Land, 
is the unfeigned Prayer of one of the meaneft, and unwor- 
thieft of your Brethren in the Gofpel, &c. 

§ William Shurtleff: 


No. V. From the Rev. Mr. Russexx,Paftorof the weflern 
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Church in Barnflable, in the County of Barn/ffable. 


Am of the Mind that there has been @ great and good 
I © Work gcing forward in many Parts of the Land, beyond 
what has beenin fomeYearsptaf?. Many have been awakned, 
convinced, reformed, and I hope many /avingly converted : 
and I think we ought to give GOD the Praite and Glory 
of ir. Yet'I think there fhould be a proper Teftimony 
born againft the Errors, Diforders and Confufions that have 
prevailed in many Places. 
© But perhaps the Que/fion may occur, What are the Di/- 
orders, &Jc. which are to be teftify’d againft ? ’T is proba- 
ble one may call that Diforder andConfufion which another 
calls lovely and beautiful, and endeavours to promote. 
¢ Brother Grren and I had Thoughts of being at the 
Commencement, but faw him Yefterday, and he thinks the 
tate of his Health and other Circumftances forbid his ¢o- 
ing. And the Illnefs of my Family difcourages me. / 
hope thofe who neither come nor fend will not be branded as Qp- 
pofers. 1 with you the divineConduét in theAffair. And 
defire an Intereft in your Prayers, that I may obtain Mercy 
to be faithful, and that I may be fuccefsful in my Miniftry. 
‘Tam your Brother and Fellow Labourer, 
§ Fonathan Rufflt. 


Barnftable June 30. 1743. No. 
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No. VI. From Six of the Rev. Pa/tors of the Eaffern Affe+ 


ciation in the County of York. 


< V E the Subfcribers, Pa/fors of the Eaftern Affaciation, 


* 
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« taking into ferious Confideration the State of Reli- 
gion in our feveral Charges, and throughout the Land at this 
Day, look on our felves bound in the moft exprefs Manner 
to declare our felves with refpeét thereto. 
© And in as much as it inconteftibly appears to us from what 
we have feen among our felves and in otherP laces, that by an 
extraordinary divine Influence, there hath been an HAPPY 
Revivar of RELIGION in cur Land; we dare not but 
publickly {peak out our grateful Senfe thereof to the Honour of 
the free and fovereign Grace of Gov. 

* But whereas at the fame ‘ime there have been great 
me rN of prevailing Errors in Ded?rine and Diferders 
in Praétice, fuch as, a denying the Doétrine of the divine 
Decrees, ‘Fuflification by Faith alone, irrefiftible Grace in the 
Converfion of Sinners ;---- and alfo the afferting, That fecret 
Impulfes on the Minds of Perfons without due Regard tox the 
written Word of Goo may be depended on as the Rule of 
their Conducé? ; that none are converted but fuch as know 
themfelves to be fo, and can tell the Time when ; that Affur- 
ance is of the Effence of faving Faith ; and, that Sanétrfica- 
tion is no Evidence of ‘fuftification , with other the like “r- 
minian, Antinomian and Famili/tical Tenets and Opinions = 
All which we judge are contrary to the pure Doctrines of 
the Gofpel: And as to Diforders in Praétice ; fuch as, 
private Perfons of no Education, without any regular Cad 
taking upon them to preach the Word of Gop 5 the ordaining 
and jeparating any-Perfon to the Work of the evangelical Mt- 
nijiry at Large, and without a fpecial Relation to any parti- 
cular Charge to enter. into the regular Diftricts of fettled Mi- 
niflers ; Perfons affuming to them/clves the Prerogative of 
Gop to look into and judge the Hearts of others, cenfuring 
and condemning their Brethren, and e/pectally their Mintflers, 
as Pharifees, Arminians, blind and unconverted, &c.and upon 
thefe pretended Grounds making an aftual Separation from 
their refpective Paftors, though they openly difavow the 
above-mentioned Errors, and are regular in their Lives : 
All which £rrors and Di/erders being of pernicious Con- 
fequence, as tending to objiure the glorious Work of Gop, 
bring it into Dijrepute and cbfirud? the Progrefs cf it, we 
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would in like Manner bear our joint and folemn Tc/imong 
againft. 

* And tho’ we are fully perfuaded the human Mind under 
the Operations of the divine Spirit, may be overborn with 
Joy and Ferror ; yet the Tranfports and Agitations that 
have appeared in fome Places from the ungovern’d Pafions 
of People, and the excefs of Joy and Sorrow, we judge to 
be no certain Indication of the fpecial Prefence or Work 
of the Spirit of Gop. But at the fame Time we 
lament the impious Spirit of fuch as from hence tate Occafion 
to reproach the WoRK OF THE DIVINE SPIRIT an the 
Hearts of the Children of Gon. 


Sign’d, 


Benjamin Allen, Paffor of the 2d Church in Falmouth. 
Wm. Thompfon, Paffor of the Church in Scarborough. 
Samuel Jefferds, Paffor of the Church in Wells. 

John Hovey, Paffor of the Church in Arundel. 
Nicholas Loring, Paftor of theChurch inNorth- Yarmouth. 
Mofes Morrill, Pa/fer of she Church in Biddeford. 


¢ At anAffociation Meeting, Scarborough June 23. 1743, 


* Voted, That the above Declaration be delivered to the 
Rev. Mr. Smith to be by him communicated at Difcre- 
tion to the VENERABLE ConVENTION of Afimiffers who 
are to mect at Bo/fon the Day after the approaching Corm- 
mencement, as the Sentiments of the Affociation with Rela- 
tion to the prefent religious Appearances in the Country. 


* Benjamin Allen, Mode?ator. 


To be continued.« 
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